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      Tool #4: Q-Sort


MCH 2015 Needs Assessment




       Selection of Priorities

Q-Sort Instructions:  Arrange the selected needs in priority order.  Place highest priority needs in the first column, second priority needs in the second column, etc.  Those needs on which there is relatively good agreement can be set aside as high, medium or low priority needs.  The needs that merit discussion are those on which there was NOT good agreement (i.e., higher standard deviations).  In this way, the Q-Sort method can save time by eliminating the need to discuss those items on which there was greater unanimity of opinion.

Consider these criteria when sorting priorities:

· Magnitude of Issue:  Based on data results, what is the magnitude of the issue?  Compared to targets, baselines, or comparison groups, what is the magnitude of the disparity for the Kansas population or a subgroup of the Kansas population?  How many people does this issue actually or potentially affect?

· Seriousness of Consequences:  How serious are the consequences if this issue is not addressed?  What is the potential for death, disease, or physical/mental disability for the Kansas population or a subgroup of the population if this issue is not addressed?  What social and economic burdens on the state will appear and/or not be alleviated if this issue is not addressed?

· Potential for Improving:  Is the issue amenable to interventions?  Are potential interventions both feasible and acceptable to the public and stakeholders? 

Tool #4

Q-Sort (for groups starting with 9 or fewer priorities)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	The MCH Need in this Column has the Highest 
Priority
	The MCH Needs in this Column have the Second Highest Priority
	The MCH Needs in this Column have the Third Highest Priority
	The MCH Needs in this Column have the Second Lowest Priority
	The MCH Need in this Column has the Lowest 
Priority


Tool #4

Q-Sort (for groups starting with 10-16 priorities)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The MCH Need in this Column has the Highest Priority
	The MCH Needs in this Column have the Second Highest Priority
	The MCH Needs in this Column have the Third Highest Priority
	The MCH Needs in this Column have the Fourth Highest Priority
	The MCH Needs in this Column have the Third Lowest Priority
	The MCH Needs in this Column have the Second Lowest Priority
	The MCH Need in this Column has the Lowest Priority


